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Report on the communication to general public 
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Lead contractor: PPABIONUT 

Partners involved: All SCALA-MEDI partners 
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1. Introduction 

Communication with the general public has been a central component of the SCALA-MEDI project 

strategy. As a PRIMA-funded initiative, the project sought not only to generate high-quality 

scientific knowledge but also to actively disseminate its results to society, reaching farmers, 

breeders, students, policy-makers, and citizens throughout the Mediterranean region. Its 

communication activities were specifically designed to raise awareness about the importance of 

conserving Mediterranean livestock biodiversity, highlight the role of genomic and epigenomic 

tools in promoting sustainable breeding practices, emphasize climate change adaptation strategies 

for local breeds, and underline the socio-economic value of animal genetic resources. 

2. Communication Objectives 

The main objectives were to make scientific results accessible and understandable to non-specialist 

audiences, to promote awareness of local sheep and chicken genetic resources, and to highlight the 

strong Mediterranean collaboration among partner countries involved in the project. Additionally, 

the initiative aimed to encourage young researchers and students to engage actively in the fields of 

animal genetics and biodiversity conservation, fostering the next generation of scientists committed 

to protecting livestock diversity. 

3. Target Audiences 

The communication strategy targeted a wide and diverse audience, including farmers and breeders, 

agricultural cooperatives, and veterinary professionals directly involved in livestock management. 

It also addressed university students and PhD candidates, aiming to strengthen academic 

engagement in animal genetics and biodiversity conservation. In addition, the strategy reached 

policy-makers and local authorities, as well as the broader public with an interest in biodiversity 

and sustainability, ensuring that the project’s messages extended beyond the scientific community. 

4. Communication Channels and Activities 

4.1 Project Website 



                              

A dedicated website https://www.scala-medi.eu/ was developed Since the first 6th month of the 

project in order to present project objectives, partners, news, and publications. The website served 

as the main public interface of the project. 

 

4.2 Social Media 

Project updates, meetings, and scientific highlights were shared via social media platforms like 

Facebook, Instagram and YouTube to increase visibility and reach a broader audience. 

4.3 Press Releases and Media Coverage 

A citation for the project was in ANSAit (02/19/2021), a local Italian newsletter. 

 

https://www.scala-medi.eu/


                              

Another citation for the project was in Quotidien d'Oran (25-03-2021), a local French newsletter in 

Algeria. 

 

Another citation for the project was in Regional Autonoma de Sardigna (07/05/2021), a local Italian 

newsletter in Sardigna. 

 

4.4 Public Events and Workshops 

Public Events 

A video with Prof. Paolo Ajmone Marsan presenting the project was done in italian at the beginning 

of the project. 



                              

 

- Morocco 

- Scala-Medi at Salon Dawajine, Casablabca, October 25-27th, 2022 

 

 

Presentation of the project by Dr. Benjelloun 

Participation of Dr Tixier Boichard to present the breeding system in the project  



                              

  

-  Scala-Medi at Salon Dawajine, Casablanca, October, 28-30th, 2023. 

 

Tunisia 

Meeting with breeders in ESAM, for Creation of a local chicken breeding center, ESA Mateur, 

March, 06th, 2024  



                              

 

 

- meeting with decision-makers from the Ministry of Agriculture to present the results of SCALA-

MEDI in Tunisia  (Mateur , February 18, 2026) 

workshop 

- Presentation of the project in a webinar – Infoday of project- 03/17/2021, Dr. Behadada  



                              

 

 
 

- Presentation - Rendena: biodiversità e adattamento- by Pr. P. Ajmone Marsan to Foundation 

EDMUND MACH, september 2022 

 



                              

 

- Presentation - Genetics and epigenetics of adaptation in livestock - by Pr. P. Ajmone Marsan to 

IAEA organisation  

 



                              

- Presentation - SCALA-MEDI: Presentation of the results of Scala-Medi project at FAO  by Pr P: 

Ajmone Marsan; Pr. R. Valentini, Dr. B. Benjelloun, Pr. N. Tabet Aoul Dr: M. Tixier Boichard and 

Dr. Stella. November 20th 2024 - Rome, Italy.  

Link: https://www.fao.org/webcast/home/en/item/6898/icode/  

 

On February, 10th, 2026, a workshop held after the final meeting in CNR-IBBA to present the 

different results obtained in the SCALA-MEDI project, 



                              

 

5. Impact of Communication Activities 

The communication strategy contributed to increased public awareness of livestock biodiversity, 

strengthened collaboration between researchers and breeders, enhanced the visibility of PRIMA-

funded research, and fostered the engagement of students and young scientists in animal genetics. 

Overall, the SCALA-MEDI project successfully bridged scientific research and society by ensuring 

that its outcomes were communicated in clear, accessible formats, while also reinforcing the 

broader impact and recognition of PRIMA-funded initiatives across the Mediterranean region. 

6. Conclusion 

Communication to the general public has been an essential pillar of SCALA-MEDI. Through 

multiple dissemination channels and inclusive outreach strategies, the project enhanced public 

understanding of Mediterranean livestock biodiversity and demonstrated the societal relevance of 

genomic research in sustainable agriculture. 

The experience gained provides a strong foundation for future Mediterranean research 

collaborations under PRIMA and related frameworks. 


